
 

Foster Care Terminology: 

Foster Child 
A child who requires temporary out-of-home care because of neglect, abuse or exploitation. 

CPS - Child Protective Services 
County agency social workers who work with children and youth and families (sometimes the children 

and youth are still in their homes) to assess, investigate and provide ongoing social services to families 

where abuse and neglect of youth has been reported. 

Foster Care 
Care is provided to youth when they are removed from their biological family’s custody and are placed 

in state custody.  Foster care includes placement with relatives, foster families, group homes, shelters 

and other placements for children under the age of 18, and older, under other circumstances.   

Foster Home 
Foster parents and other caretakers provide a supportive and stable environment for children who 

cannot live with their birth parents until family problems are resolved.  

Foster Family Agency (FFA) 
County placement agencies use licensed private Foster Family Agencies (FFAs) for the placement of 

children.  By statute, FFAs are organized and operated on a non-profit basis and are engaged in the 

following activities: recruiting, certifying, and training foster parents, providing professional support to 

foster parents, and finding homes or other temporary or permanent placements for children.  

Kinship or Kinship Care 
Those providing 24 hour care for children they are related to by blood.  

Reunification 
Services that can bring a family back together by working on the problems that caused the separation of 

the youth from the family. 

Caseworker 
A Social Worker who works with youth and their families to provide services and support. 

Respite Care 
Temporary care for a youth in foster care, intended to give either the youth or foster parent (or 

provider) a break.  Respite Care is when the youth is out of the care of the foster parents for more than 

24 hours. 



 

 

Case Assessment and Case plan  
A plan that the Juvenile court system, caseworker along with the youth and family, makes and updates 

every six months.  It includes the services provided to the youth and family, and makes clear the 

expectations and progress made toward reaching the goal of permanent placement of the youth. 

'General neglect'   
Under California Penal Code means the negligent failure of a person having the care or custody of a child 

to provide adequate food, clothing, shelter, medical care, or supervision where no physical injury to the 

child has occurred. 

'Neglect'  
Under California Penal Code means the negligent treatment or the maltreatment of a child by a person 

responsible for the child's welfare under circumstances indicating harm or threatened harm to the 

child's health or welfare. The term includes both acts and omissions on the part of the responsible 

person. 

Permanency Planning 
The case-worker coordinates services for the youth and family to fix the problems that led to the youth’s 

placement in state custody. The goal is to assure a long-term placement for the youth. This may be going 

home, staying in long-term foster care until age 18, or being placed for adoption. 

Court Appointed Special Advocate 
(also known as CASA)  An adult volunteer, assigned by the court to study and protect the best interests 

of a youth in a civil or criminal abuse or neglect case. The CASA and the youth talk on an ongoing basis. 

The CASA is the child’s voice in the courtroom. 

Independent Living Program (ILP) 
A federally funded program providing services to foster youth age 16 and over to prepare for adulthood.  

This program provides classes in life skills and provides funds for college scholarships, skills training, and 

rent assistance. 

Aging Out 
When a youth leaves foster care because they have reached age 18 without returning home or being 

adopted. 

AB 12 
The California Fostering Connections to Success Act was signed into law September 30, 2010 . This 

legislation recognized the importance of family and permanency for youth by, the bill allows eligible 18 

year olds in foster care to remain in foster care up to age 21.  Youth over age 18 years in foster care are 

designated as “non‐minor dependents. 


